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	 Black vultures are an 
increasing threat for live-
stock producers through-
out Kentucky and be-
coming more common in 
Estill County, particularly 
this time of the year. Black 
vultures can kill newborn 
calves and other juvenile 
livestock. The common 
“turkey buzzards” are not 
as aggressive and do not 
attack live animals.
	 Controlling black vul-
tures is challenging, be-
cause they are protected 
by the 1918 Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act. This act 
makes it illegal to kill 
them without a valid fed-
eral permit. A highly intel-
ligent bird, the vulture is 
difficult to kill even with 
a valid permit. Kentucky 
Farm Bureau has received 
a limited statewide dep-
redation permit that al-

lows for a limited number 
of black vulture “takes” 
where black vultures are 
depredating on livestock. 
Livestock producers who 
are experiencing depre-
dation may apply for a 
Livestock Protection dep-
redation sub-permit that 
if approved will allow pro-
ducers to protect livestock 
against black vulture at-
tacks. Interested livestock 
producers may request a 
sub-permit application by 
emailing Joe Cain at joe.
cain@kyfb.com or calling 
the Commodity Division 
at 502-495-7738.
	 It’s their intelligence 
that Matt Springer, UK as-
sistant extension profes-
sor for wildlife manage-
ment, is hoping to use to 
control them. Springer 
and his graduate student 
Jonathan Matthews de-
signed an effigy of a black 
vulture using a rubber 
stall mat and specifica-
tions from similar designs 
developed by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Wildlife 
Services. An effigy is an 
image or representation 
of a particular species.
The idea is if black vul-
tures see the effigy of the 
bird hanging upside down 
from a high post or tree, 

they will assume it’s an 
actual dead bird and stay 
away from the area. The 
effigy is inexpensive and 
easy to make with materi-
als costing under $30 and 
taking about two hours to 
complete.
	 “There is not a lot of re-
search in this area, but we 
do know that when they 
were dealing with roost 
issues in Florida and Geor-
gia, they would hang two 
or three effigies up, and 
that seemed to be very ef-
fective, especially over 48 
hours. Basically, the roost 
would leave the area and 
go somewhere else,” said 
Springer. “For a calving 
pasture, we are telling 
producers if you can’t 
see the effigy from some-
where in the pasture, you 
should hang another one 
to ensure vultures can see 
them from everywhere.”
	 Springer has developed 
two extension publica-
tions about black vulture 
damage and effigy design 
specifications. Contact the 
Estill County Extension 
office at 723-4557 or go 
to the following webpages 
(https://forestry.ca.uky.
edu/files/for129.pdf) and 
(https://forestry.ca.uky.
edu/files/forfs18-03.pdf)
If you have lost juvenile 
livestock to black vultures, 

document the losses with 
good records and pho-
tos. The 2014 Farm Bill 
authorized the Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP) 
to provide benefits to live-
stock producers for live-
stock deaths in excess of 
normal mortality caused 
by eligible loss conditions, 
including eligible adverse 
weather, eligible disease 
and eligible attacks (at-
tacks by animals reintro-
duced into the wild by the 
federal government or 
protected by federal law, 
including wolves and avi-
an predators). The USDA-
Farm Service Agency is 
over this program. LIP 
payments are equal to 75 
percent of the market val-
ue of the applicable live-
stock on the day before 
the date of death of the 
livestock. USDA-FSA must 
be notified within 30 days 
of the loss or you are ineli-
gible. For more informa-
tion or to submit a claim, 
contact the Madison-Estill 
USDA Farm Service Agen-
cy at 1-888-758-6909.
 	 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.
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4-H Youth Development

________________________________________________
Thursday-Saturday, March 22nd-24th_____________________________________________
4-H Encourages Community to “Adopt-A-Camper”
	 The Estill County 4-H would like to encourage the 
community to “Adopt-a-Camper” this year. For a $60 do-
nation, you can help send a local child to 4-H Camp this 
summer. This is a great opportunity for you to help enrich 
the lives of local children. Remember, all donations are 
tax deductible. For more information on how to donate, 
call the Estill County Extension Office at 606-723-4557. 
 	 Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Ex-
tension serve all people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, etc.

PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch. 

Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years. 
Higher Gauge -- Same Low Prices!! 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080
We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
LOCATED
1. 5 miles south of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park

Community Garden
This year’s Estill County Extension 
Service summer intern will be start-
ing a summer community garden. 
She is trying to get a head count of 
families/individuals who would be 
interested in participating. Each fam-
ily will have their own plot and this 
will be a whole summer commitment 
in order to keep your plot thriving. If 
interested, please call the Estill Coun-
ty Extension Office at 723-4557, to 
add your name to our list. There are 
limited plots available. Deadline to 
be considered for a plot will be today, 
Wednesday, April 25, 2018.


