
Page 8, The Estill County Tribune, June 13, 2018

	 Believe It, or Not
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian church

	 Ezekiel 33 tells about the watchman and of 
his responsibility to the people. His duty was to 
warn of danger so that the people would not be 
caught unprepared. If someone heard the warn-
ing and didn’t prepare he would die in his sins but 
the watchman had done his duty. If the watchman 
didn’t warn the people then the watchman was 
held responsible by God for those who died in 
their sins. 
	 The Lord told Ezekiel that he was a watchman 
for Israel. He would be held to the same standard 
as the watchman on the wall. If he didn’t warn 
the people by telling them of God’s word then he 
would be held accountable. When he told them 
God’s message then he was innocent of the blood 
of the sinner. Ezekiel was to deliver the message 
as God gave it, but the response was up to the indi-
vidual. The same is true for the ministers of today 
- all they can do is to preach what God has said. To 
believe it, or not, is up to each person.

	 In Exodus 9 Moses warned Pharaoh of a 
plague of hail that would come the next day. He 
told them to bring in from the field their cattle and 
servants to save them from death. Verses 20 - 21 
say, “He that feared the word of the Lord among 
the servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his 
cattle flee into the houses: And he that regarded 
not the word of the Lord left his servants and his 
cattle in the field.” It means that some of the Egyp-
tians believed the word of the Lord and that some 
of them didn’t. Those who believed brought their 
servants and cattle in to safety, while the unbeliev-
ers left them in the field. Those who stayed in the 
field died, while the ones brought inside lived.
	 Things haven’t changed from that day till now. 
Some people believe God and some do not. Those 
who believe the bible, which is to say they believe 
what God says, live a different life than those who 
don’t believe. True believers come in from the 
field of sin and self-will and seek to be led by the 
Lord. They don’t love the world and place it before 
God in their lives. The Christian doesn’t just go to 
church but, lives for the Lord everyday. The be-
liever resists the desires of the flesh and asks God 

for forgiveness when he fails. No true believer is 
comfortable with sin and will fight against it daily. 
	 Then there are those who don’t believe the 
word of the Lord. They stay in the old life and the 
ways of the world. No one, not even God, can tell 
them what to do. The unbeliever is self-willed 
and does what he wants. Some fool themselves 
and say, “I believe in God and I know that I should 
be in church.” But they’re not in church and you 
know why? They don’t really believe - no matter 
how much they say that they do. A person’s ac-
tions show what they believe, much more than his 
words do.
	 Sadly, there are those who come to church 
who likewise have a problem with believing what 
God has said. They claim to believe the bible and 
all that it says. If so, then what about the part 
where he said to put the Lord first in our lives? 
What about not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves together to worship? Then there is the part 
about visiting the sick, reading the scriptures, lov-
ing each other, and many other commands of the 
Lord. If they are not obeyed is it because they are 
not believed, or is it rebellion against God?
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