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For [ Know Him

by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian church

In Genesis 18:19 God, speaking of Abraham, said,
“For [ know him.” The Lord knows each person, who and
what we are, and what we want out of life. It should cause a
person to stop and to think when he realizes that the Lord
truly knows us, inside and out.

Abraham was not a special case, for God knew him
and he does each of us as well. In Revelation he said to
each of the seven churches, “I know thy works.” He can say
that to each church and each individual. A person may fool
other people and even himself, but he can never fool God.
Why should anyone think it strange that God would know
our thoughts, desires, goals, and any other things about us?
After all, he made us and we are responsible to him.

God said that Abraham would keep his command-
ments and would command his family to do the same. He
saw in Abraham a man of faith who would walk in righ-
teousness and obedience. The Lord not only knows our
sins, but he knows our efforts to keep his word too. It
should be a comfort to realize that he knows our troubles,
temptations, and concerns that we face in this life.

Remember, God made man and knows that mankind
is of the flesh with all of its weaknesses.

That is why God tells us to keep the faith and to obey
his word. We are not told that we have to do some big and
wondrous works, but we are told to love and to obey the
commands of God. Anyone can do that if there is real faith
in the heart. When we truly believe in the Lord we want to
live a life that pleases him. 1 Peter 4:3, “For the time past
of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gen-
tiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine,
revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries” Now
that we know the truth and the salvation of God we want
to live for the Lord.

Someone may think that a person is a hypocrite, but
does that make him one? He may have seen the believer in
a weak moment, who did something wrong and was sorry
for it. That doesn’'t make a person a hypocrite, it means that
they are human. If anyone, and yes, | do mean anyone, tells
you that they are perfect and never errs in thought, word,
or deed, get away from that person quickly. They are either
a self-righteous hypocrite, or someone that is foolish and
unbelieving of God’s Word.

God knows when we are repentant of our faults and
failures. He also knows when someone is putting on a

show, trying to fool people, himself, or even trying to fool
God himself. There are those who think that a Christian
don't ever do anything wrong and if they do then they
were never truly saved. [ don’t know where they came up
with such an ideal, for here in the real world humans make
mistakes. The Lord forgives when a child of God errs and
repents. Man often will not forgive, or forget, any error, but
their own.

God sees the heart and knows whether a person is do-
ing his best in faith to follow the commands of the Lord. He
sees the true believer and the person who sins and makes
light of it. God, and he alone, knows each of us and that we
are either walking in his word, or not. Those who sin and
try to cover it up may fool man, but God knows the truth.
People may not like, or accept, us because they saw, or
heard, something about us that they didn’t like. They may
have really witnessed us in a bad moment, but that didn’t
mean that we stay that way. God sees the heart and knows
those who live for him. 2 Timothy 2: 19, “Nevertheless the
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth
the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” Resist sin and if
you err then repent of it, but never try to cover it up and act
like it never happened. Those that do are the hypocrites.
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PARABLES = THE GREAT INSTRUMENT OF TEACHERS !

IN BIBLICAL TIMES, THE OLD STORY-TELLER, THE RECITER OF PARABLES WAS
THE TEACHER, THE INSTRUCTOR OF THE PEOPLE—HIS CLASS-ROOM WAS ANY
CONVENIENT STREET CORNER WHERE YOUNG AND OLD ALIKE LISTENED TO
WHAT HE HAD TO SAY. THIS METHOD, AGES BEFORE THE PRINTED BOOK,
WAS JUST ABOUT THE ONLY WAY TO INFORM. THOSE WHO COULD READ THE
WRITTEN WORD WERE FEW AND FAR BETWEEN SO, BY WORD OF MOUTH, HISTORY
WAS PASSED DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER—BUT THE PARABLE WAS
MORE THAN JUST HISTORY—IT PRESENTED TO THE LISTENER MORAL ETHICS, IT
MADE HIM PONDER ON WHAT WAS THE RIGHT THING TO DO AND WHAT WAS
WRONG! WHEN JESUS BEGAN HIS MINISTRY, HE RECITED THE LAW, HE GAVE
HIS “SERMON ON THE MOUNT” BUT THESE DU?ECT TEACHINGS WEl?E MUCH
TOO STERN AND DEMANDING—AND TURNED MANY PEOPLE AWAY..
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. BUT WHEN JESUS BEGAN TO ILLUSTRATE HIS
| SERMONS WITH THE WELL-KNOWN FORM OF THE ,-
PARABLE, THE COMMON MAN COULD UNDERSTAND HIM,
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A HERDER COULD WELL UNDERSTAND “THE LOST SHEEP”,
1 AND A FARMER “THE SEED CAST INTO THE GQOUND” ;
~isy AND, THROUGH THIS TRADITIONAL METHOD, JESUS’
s J| TEACHINGS BEGAN TO SPREAD LIKE WILDFIRE !
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