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Times
Remembered

Betty A. Young
BYoung505@Outlook.com

Nearly four hundred
years ago, a great many
of the people in England
were very unhappy be-
cause their king would
not let them worship and
pray to God as they liked.
The king said they must
use the same prayers that
he did and if they would
not do this; they were
thrown into prison or
driven from their homes

People band together
and after much talking
and planning they called
themselves, Pilgrims and
decided to hire vessels to
come to America. They
boarded the Mayflower
with one hundred people
on board. They were very
crowded; it was cold and
uncomfortable; the sea
was rough and pitched
the Mayflower about, it
was a difficult time, and
they were two months
sailing over the water.

At last, the Mayflower
came in site of land; but
there was no grass, nor
flowers or birds. They
were very disappointed,
for the month was No-
vember and there was
nothing to be seen but
rocks and sand and hard
bare ground.

The First Thanksgiving

In November 1620, the
Mayflower arrived; Wil-
liam Bradford and the
pilgrims landed on a spot
called Plymouth Rock
that is now in Massachu-
setts. It was cold, there
wasn’t much shelter and
people begin to get sick.
They suffered so much
during that first winter.
The weather was bad
with snow and the wind
was icy.

There wasn’t enough
food to eat and they be-
gan to get sick. One after
another became ill and
soon half of them were
sick. A man called Brave
Myles Standish and oth-
ers nursed them as best
as they knew how; but
before spring came half
of the people died. Soon
the sun shone more
brightly, the snow melted
and the leaves begin to
grow, spring had finally
arrived.

Some friendly Indians
had visited the Pilgrims
during the winter and
Captain Miles Standish,
with several of his men
had returned to visit.
One of the kind Indians
was called Squanto, and
he came to stay with the
Pilgrims and taught them
how to plant corn, peas,
barley and wheat.

When it was autumn,
the fathers gathered the
grain and vegetables they
had planted and found
there was enough food to
carry them through the
long winter ahead.

“Let us thank God for
it all, “they said. “It is He
who has made the sun
shine and gave us rain
that made the corn grow;”

and they thanked God for
all their blessings.

Then they decided to
have a great Thanksgiv-
ing party. The men went
hunting and broughtback
wild ducks, geese and tur-
keys and there was veni-
son from the deer and the
women made corn bread
and wheat into bread.
There was also plentiful
fish and clams from the
ocean.

The friendly Indians
and their chief, Massasoit
came and enjoyed the
harvest with the Pilgrims.
They gave thanks to God
for his goodness and sang
and danced and celebrat-
ed for several days.

The Pilgrims forgot
abouttheir previous trou-
bles and tried to think of
all the good things of how
God had blessed them.
All this happened over
four hundred years ago,
and ever since that time
Thanksgiving has been
celebrated in our coun-
try.

How will you celebrate
Thanksgiving? Whatever
or wherever you are, let
us not forget who makes
all things possible . .. our
God, who walks with us
and blesses us each and
every day. Give thanks to
God not only on Thanks-
giving, but every day for
the freedom to worship
and all the blessings he
gives us throughout the
year.

Every good and perfect
gift is from above, and co-
meth down from the Fa-
ther of lights, with whom
is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning.

James 1:17 KJV.

Man has to decide be-
tween attending wife’s
funeral or ball game

America’s
Heartland

Roger Alford
RogerAlford1@GMail.Com

An old fellow was
watching the Super Bowl
from front row seats
near the 50-yard line
when a man, passing by,
asked if someone would
be sitting in the seat next
to him.

“No,” he said. “That
seat is empty.”

“You have to be kid-
ding me,” the man said.
“Who in their right mind
would have a great seat
like this for the Super
Bowl and not use it?”

“Well, actually my wife
was supposed to come
with me, but she died.”

“I'msorry to hear that.
But couldn’t you find a
friend or relative or even
a neighbor to take the
seat?”

“No,” the fellow said.

“They’re all at her funer-
al”

'm constantlyamazed
by the loyalty and devo-
tionso many people have
to their favorite athletic
teams. They wouldn’t
dare miss a game. If they
can't be there in person,
they’ll watch on TV, even
if it means paying huge
monthly bills to cable or
satellite companies to
get all the ESPN cover-
age.

Here’s the kicker: So
many of those sports
fans claim to be devout
Christians who insist
that their devotion to
Christ is first and fore-
most. Yet, those Chris-
tians have no inhibitions
about skipping church
services if their favorite
teams are playing.

Time was when miss-
ing Sunday worship was
unthinkable. Nowadays,
many Christians know
far more about their
favorite sports heroes
than they know about
Jesus..

They’ll spend a couple
hundred dollars or more
for tickets, parking, food
and drinks at a sports
arena. Yet, they’ll feel
like they’ve done some-
thing incredibly gener-
ous if they toss a $20 bill
into the church offering
plate.

If sports fans invested
as much in local church-
es as they do for season
tickets, the gospel would
quickly spread to ev-
ery corner of the earth.
And if they would bring
the same excitement to
church that they take to
the sports arena, wor-
ship services would be
lively indeed.

The great victory in
the history of the world
came when Jesus de-
feated death, hell and
the grave, and when
we hear sermons about
that, we should jump
to our feet and cheer. In
fact, we should absolute-
ly shake the rafters with
applause. What could be
more exciting?

We chuckle about
the fanatical sports fan
who refused to miss a
game for his wife’s fu-
neral. Perhaps you know
someone just that seri-
ous about their favorite
athlete, someone who
talks constantly about
that athlete and even
wears his jersey.

If only we had more
people who felt so
strongly about Jesus.

Roger Alford is pas-
tor of South Fork Bap-
tist Church. Reach him
at 502-514-6857 or by
writing P.0O. Box 673,
Owenton, Ky. 40359.

ESTILL

The

—_—

Yuletide @Iz 'st ma

& Cr:

(

COUNCIL

presents

6™ Ann

-_-ﬁ-.—ﬁ-.—ﬁ-.-i

ual

f)

Saturday, December 7, 2019

10 a.m. until 4 p-m.

ESTILL LIBRARY BOOKMOBILE SCHEDULE
246 Main Street Irvine, KY — Call 723-3030

DECEMBER 2-6, 2019

MONDAY | TUESDAY |WEDNESDAY THURSDAY| FRIDAY

Wallace Circle Harris Ferry West Irvine Senior Citizens South Irvine
Nursing Home Cressy Crooked Creek Doe Creek Early Learning
Hood Avenue Stacy Lane Station Camp Buck Creek Center
Court Street | Racetrack Road | Wisemantown South Irvine

“Mommie & Me” and Storytime Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. & Fridays, 10:30 a.m.

Contact Us Today!
(877) 589-3053

Between home and
hope, there’s help.

ECBE Central Office Gymnasium
293 Main Street, [rvine, KY

Horizon Health offers elderly care two ways: at an adult day
center or in your own home. At Horizon Adult Health Care
Centers, you or your elderly loved one gets attention and
activities every weekday. Or choose Horizon Home Care, for
in-home personal care services, companionship and
light housekeeping in your own home.

Over 40 Local Artisan Booths
Silent Auction of Handmade [tems
50/ 50 Pot

Food Concessions proviclecl ]JL] River Citg P]ag ers

For locations and to learn more, visit

www.forhorizon.com
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ADULT HEALTH CARE

Donations at the cloor' $100 or 1 can of food for the local food bank
I‘Ianclicappecl Accessible
For more information call (606)723-5694 or (606)723-4678
\ [ '

HO [-Z-O-N

R:
HOME CARE

Personal carefor independent living




