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	Choose You This Day Whom Ye Will Serve
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

	 Joshua 24:14-15,	 “Now therefore fear the Lord, and 
serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; 
and serve ye the Lord. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the 
Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but 
as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
	 Joshua	was	talking	to	the	nation	of	Israel	and	he	spoke	
plain	and	straight	to	them.	It	was	about	the	most	serious	subject	
concerning	their	relationship	with	the	Almighty	God.	For	all	of	
those	years	in	the	wilderness	they	had	obeyed	at	times	and	for	
many	times	they	had	grumbled,	complained,	and	even	rebelled	
against	God.	It	was	time	to	enter	the	promised	land	and	to	in-
herit	the	blessings	that	God	had	promised	to	Abraham	and	his	
descendants.	If	they	were	going	to	serve	God	then	they	needed	
to	take	it	seriously	and	stop	playing	at	it.
	 The	Lord	isn’t	playing	games	and	to	walk	with	Him	we	
can’t	play	around	with	our	salvation	either.	We	expect	God	to	
be	there	when	we	call	upon	him,	and	to	be	faithful	in	his	care	
of	us.	Doesn’t	the	Lord	have	the	right	to	expect	the	same	of	us?	

Shouldn’t	we	be	there	to	serve	the	Lord	when	he	would	have	
us	minister	to	someone	in	need?	As	I	have	stated	before,	I	say	
it	again,	if	we	were	as	knowledgeable	and	faithful	in	the	Lord’s	
work	as	we	are	in	our	jobs	and	in	our	pleasure,	more	would	be	
done	in	God’s	work.	Too	often	folks	think	that	coming	to	church	
on	a	Sunday	morning	and	giving	the	Lord	a	whole	hour	is	do-
ing	a	big	service.	Is	it	really?	Would	you	be	content	if	the	Lord	
gave	as	much	care	and	attention	to	you	as	you	gave	to	him?	
Somehow	I	don’t	think	any	of	us	would	be	happy	with	that.
	 To	read	the	Old	Testament	is	to	see	that	the	people	of	Isra-
el	turned	away	from	God	and	went	after	the	idols	of	the	nations	
that	they	came	into	contact	with.	They	gloried	in	the	flesh	and	
the	pleasures	of	it,	even	giving	the	glory	of	their	freedom	to	the	
idols.	Yet,	when	troubles	came	upon	them	who	did	they	call	on	
to	help	them?	It	was	not	the	false	gods,	but	on	the	God	of	Israel.	
This	didn’t	happen	only	once,	but	time	and	time	again.	Several	
times	God	told	them	to	go	and	call	on	the	gods	that	they	wor-
shipped.	They	begged	God	to	help	them	and	for	a	while	they	
obeyed	but	soon	they	turned	from	the	Lord	again.	They	didn’t	
know	who	they	wanted	to	follow	in	the	good	times	but	when	
things	turned	bad	for	them	they	sure	knew	who	they	would	call	
on	for	help.
	 People	are	the	same,	no	matter	what	 time	period	they	
live	in.	Today	men	do	the	same	as	these	Israelites	of	long	ago.	
God	is	not	in	their	hearts	and	minds	as	they	seek	pleasure	in	
money,	sex,	drugs,	and	material	things,	but	when	sickness,	or	

other	troubles	come,	all	of	a	sudden	God	is	remembered.	The	
Lord	is	promised	that	the	person	will	obey	the	will	of	God	and	
follow	the	way	of	righteousness	if	he	will	forgive	his	sins	and	
heal	him.	Some	do	follow	through,	but	I	have	had	some	to	tell	
me	that	when	things	went	well	that	they	forgot	the	Lord	again.	
Some	even	laughed	as	they	told	me	this.	I	wonder	if	they	will	
laugh	when	they	stand	before	God	in	judgment.	Some	how	I	
don’t	think	they	will.
		 Joshua	told	the	people	to	fear	the	Lord.	That	is	very	impor-
tant,	for	if	a	person	fears	the	Lord	he,	or	she,	will	try	their	best	to	
obey	the	commandments.	When	we	mention	‘the	fear	of	God’	
we	are	not	talking	about	being	afraid	like	you	would	be	of	some	
terrible	danger.	It	is	what	I	call	a	healthy	respect	and	reverence	
for	the	God	of	our	salvation.	There	is	a	difference	in	believing	
in	God	and	fearing	God.	Many	people	believe	in	God,	but	they	
don’t	fear	God	and	make	no	effort	to	follow	his	word.	They	
evidently	don’t	think	that	the	Lord	will	bring	them	into	judge-
ment	or	that	the	God	of	love	would	allow	them	to	go	to	hell.
		 God,	out	of	love,	has	made	a	way	for	sinful	man	to	receive	
forgiveness	for	his	sins.	That	is	why	Jesus	went	to	the	cross	and	
gave	his	life	for	mankind.	As	we	go	through	the	years	that	we	
have	here	on	earth	we	choose	how	we	live	and	the	path	that	we	
follow.	We	can	follow	our	fleshly	desires	and	be	led	by	the	flesh,	
or	trust	in	God	and	walk	according	to	his	word. (1 Peter 2:21) 
To	walk	with	Him	is	life,	and	to	walk	after	the	flesh	will	lead	to	
death.	We,	and	we	alone,	must	decide	which	way	we	will	go.
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