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Times
Remembered

Betty A. Young
BYoung505@Outlook.com

Back a number of years
ago, I loved to sit by the
fire in the winter time
with my Dad, uncles and
friends and listen to them
tell wild tales and stories.

In 1958, I was 8 years
old growing up on a farm,
we had a barn and plen-
ty of hills where I could
sleigh ride. That particu-
lar day there was a snow
on and it was just right to
sleigh ride on my trusty
“Flyer” sled. But, before I
went outside this fellow
insisted on telling a story
to us.

The guy that was visit-
ing with Dad began to tell
a story about a horse and
asled. He said the boy that
owned the horse and the
sled lived on a farm, and
like me, had plenty of big
hills to ride on.

The Sledding Horse

This boy had just re-
ceived a new sled for
Christmas; it was actually
a large wooden toboggan.
His father told him that he
could use it on all the hills
except for the ones in the
pastures that belong to
the animals.

For years, this boy had
sledded down every hill
around, never touching
the ones in the pasture.
He did say his horse al-
ways watched him while
he was sledding. She was
Chestnut colored and was
17 hands high. She was
his favorite companion.

He said when he was
about 12 that winter
some of his friends came
to visit and wanted to go
sledding on the forbidden
pasture slope. The boy
remembered his Dad’s
warning, but reasoned
that his mare was his best
friend and she wouldn’t
mind.

He noticed the mare
watching the friends and
himself flying down the
hill time and time again.
Eventually, they decided
to head inside and warm
up a bit, they planned to
return so they just left the
sled at the top of the hill.

Asheturnedtohookthe
gate latch behind them,

he saw the mare had
wandered out from be-
hind the barn and walked
over to his sled. While he
watched, the mare put a
hoof on the sled. He froze
as she lifted her another
hoof and carefully place
that one, too, on the sled.
He could not believe it!
Before he knew what
was happening, there she
stood, all four feet on the
sled, at the top of the sled-
ding hill.

He said his heart
stopped, but his horse
didn’t. The sled started
down the hill, picking
up speed. Down, down,
down she slid as he stared
in horror, praying God
to keep his horse from
breaking a leg. He said he
didn’t take a breath until
the sled came to a com-
plete stop at the bottom.
Then she daintily stepped
off and looked at him as
if a sled riding horse was
the most natural thing in
the world.

Besides the once in a
lifetime scene he saw that
day, He also went away
with a valuable lesson:
When it comes to your
best friend, like a horse,
always be prepared to
share. And I would add al-
ways obey your Dad!
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Santa finds himself on
little boy’s naughty list
for being forgetful

America’s
Heartland

Roger Alford
RogerAlford1@GMail.Com

[ laughed at a story
[ heard the other day
about a mother who
took her son to the mall
to meet Santa Claus.

“So,whatdo you want
to Christmas?” Santa
asked the little fellow.

“I want a Red Ry-
der BB gun with a box
of 1,000 BBs,” he told
Santa. “Now, you write
that down so you don't
forget.

A few days later, the
boy’s grandmother took
him shopping with her.
The little boy met Santa
again, and again San-
ta asked him what he
wanted for Christmas.

The little fellow gave
Santa a disapproving
look, and said, “I told
you to write it down.”

You've no doubt no-
ticed just how much
effort people put into
choosing just the right
gifts at Christmas time.
That was the case when
the wise men came
from the East to see Je-
sus when he was a child.
You recall they brought
Him gold, frankincense
and myrrh. But did you
know that’s not all they
gave Jesus. Let’s look at

the scriptures that talk
about their visit.

“Now when Jesus
was born in Bethlehem
of Judaea in the days of
Herod the king, behold,
there came wise men
from the east to Jerusa-
lem, saying, Where is he
that is born King of the
Jews? For we have seen
his star in the east, and
are come to worship
him.

“When Herod the
king had heard these
things, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with
him. And when he had
gathered all the chief
priests and scribes of
the people together,
he demanded of them
where Christ should
be born. And they said
unto him, In Bethlehem
of Judaea: for thus it is
written by the prophet,
and thou Bethlehem,
in the land of Juda, art
not the least among
the princes of Juda: for
out of thee shall come a
Governor, that shall rule
my people Israel.

“Then Herod, when
he had privily called the
wise men, enquired of
them diligently what
time the star appeared.
And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said,
Go and search diligently
for the young child; and
when ye have found
him, bring me word
again, that I may come
and worship him also.

“When they had
heard the king, they
departed; and, lo, the
star, which they saw in
the east, went before
them, till it came and
stood over where the
young child was. When
they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceed-

ing great joy. And when
they were come into
the house, they saw the
young child with Mary
his mother, and fell
down, and worshipped
him: and when they
had opened their trea-
sures, they presented
unto him gifts; gold,
and frankincense and
myrrh.

“And being warned
of God in a dream that
they should not return
to Herod, they departed
into their own country
another way” (Matthew
2:1-12).

Obviously, the wise
men presented Jesus
the gifts of gold, frank-
incense and myrrh. But,
we can also see in those
scriptures that they also
gave Him their worship
and devotion.

They also gave Him
their time, for they trav-
eled along distance that
could have taken weeks
or months or possibly
even years, depending
on where the starting
point of their journey
was. The Bible doesn’t
specify that.

And they gave him
their energy and effort.
Travel wasn’t easy in
those days. If you think
it’s tiring in our day and
time to fly to distant
cities and to sleep in
hotels, try traveling on
camels across all kinds
of terrain and sleeping
in tents.

But one thing is sure,
meeting Jesus made it
all worthwhile. You can
write that down.

Roger Alford is pas-
tor of South Fork Bap-
tist Church. Reach him
at 502-514-6857 or by
writing to P.O. Box 673,
Owenton, Ky., 40359.
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Between home and
hope, there’s help.

Horizon Health offers elderly care two ways: at an adult day
center or in your own home. At Horizon Adult Health Care
Centers, you or your elderly loved one gets attention and
activities every weekday. Or choose Horizon Home Care, for
in-home personal care services, companionship and
light housekeeping in your own home.

For locations and to learn more, visit

www.forhorizon.com
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