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	 While the winter may 
have wreaked havoc on 
many desirable plants, 
it did little to affect crab-
grass, the most common 
weed in Kentucky lawns.
	 “Crabgrass is an annual 
weed that out competes 
desirable grasses and 
then dies in the fall, leav-
ing bare spots in yards 

for winter weeds to fill 
in,” said Gregg Munshaw, 
Extension turf specialist 
in the University of Ken-
tucky College of Agricul-
ture, Food and Environ-
ment. “The cycle keeps 
repeating itself until the 
turf stand gets poorer 
and poorer.” 
	 Munshaw said the best 
way to control summer 
annual grassy weeds, in-
cluding crabgrass, is to 
apply a pre-emergent 
herbicide before the 
weed germinates. Make 
you plans now. “April 15 
has traditionally is the 
latest date to apply pre-
emergent herbicides in 
Central Kentucky,” Mun-
shaw said. “Western Ken-
tucky’s deadline is usual-
ly a few days earlier, and 

Eastern Kentucky’s time 
frame usually ends a few 
days later.” 
	 Forsythia is a fairly re-
liable indicator of when 
crabgrass will germinate. 
Individuals should ap-
ply pre-emergent herbi-
cides before the forsythia 
blooms begin to drop. 
“Forsythia buds usually 
mean you have 10 to 14 
days to apply a pre-emer-
gent herbicide,” Mun-
shaw said. 
	 Individuals wanting to 
use herbicide should look 
for products containing 
the active ingredients di-
thiopyr, pendemethalin, 
prodiamine and bensu-
lide. “Weed and feed” 
products and others con-
taining nitrogen are not 
recommended for lawns 

with cool-season grasses, 
such as tall fescue and 
Kentucky bluegrass, dur-
ing the spring or summer. 
“Nitrogen encourages the 
growth of perennial and 
annual warm-season 
weeds to further outcom-
pete cool-season grasses, 
as they grow really well 
during the hottest part of 
the year,” Munshaw said. 
“All fertilizer on cool-sea-
son lawns should be ap-
plied in the fall.” 
	 For more information 
contact the Estill County 
Cooperative Extension 
Service at 723-4557.  
	 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.
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Hiring a Dependable Contractor

	 Building, remodeling, or repairing a home can 
be one of the costliest undertakings a family expe-
riences.  When building or repairing your home, 
the general contractor you hire can be either the 
biggest help or the biggest source of problems you 
will encounter.  Disreputable builders may try to 
take advantage of you, lining their pocket, while 
leaving your house in an unsatisfactory state.  You 
can learn to protect your interests and avoid finan-
cial disaster by becoming an informed consumer.
	 On Monday, March 25, 2019, the Estill County 
Cooperative Extension Service will host Hiring a 
Dependable Contractor at 12:00 noon.  All are wel-
come to attend.____________________________________________
Thursday, March 28th @ 6:00pm____________________________________________

Farm Laws and Liability Seminar
	 Attention farmers! Join us for a Farm Laws & Li-
ability Seminar on Thursday, March 28th, 6:00 p.m. 
at the Estill County Extension office, 76 Golden 
Court, Irvine. Special guest speaker is Clint Quar-
les, staff attorney for the Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture. 
	 If you own a farm, you should attend this meet-
ing which will include boundary fence law infor-
mation. A meal will be provided so please pre-
register by calling 723-4557, no later than March 
25th.
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