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Who Wants A Cross?
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

	 “And he said to them all, If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me.” Luke 9:23. 
 	 “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth af-
ter me, is not worthy of me.”  Matthew 10:38 
	 When the Lord spoke of the cross all of those who 
heard knew what he talked about. The cross was used 
by the Romans to execute those who were criminals, 
or enemies of Rome. The Romans did not invent the 
cross as others had used it before them, but they had 
perfected the use of it. A person sometimes lived in ag-
ony for days before he died. This was done on purpose 
to make a painful example to all who would oppose 
Rome.
	 Jesus used the cross as an example of denial and 
sacrifice. He was not saying that they all would have to 
die on the cross, but that they would sacrifice their will 
to follow him. As followers of the Lord they, and we, 
are not to go our own way, but to follow the example 
set before us by the Lord Jesus. He didn’t come to this 
earth to be popular, or to be led by the flesh, but to do 

the will of the Father. The person who went to a cross 
to die was without the ability to do his own will, or to 
go where he wanted. Likewise the person who follows 
Jesus is not to do his own will, but to obey the Lord 
while denying himself.
	 One difference is that the prisoner who went to 
the cross had no say in it. He was judged, condemned, 
and dragged to it and nailed to it until his death. The 
Christian who chose to trust Jesus and to follow him 
does so willingly. He decides to obey the Lord and to 
take up the cross of denial willingly. The Roman cross 
was for death, while the Christian cross is for life. One 
brought the death of the flesh while the spiritual cross 
is to overcome the desires of the flesh and mind.
	 We don’t hear a lot said today about carrying the 
cross. People want to hear and think about the bless-
ings, heaven, and life eternal. Who wants to hear about 
self denial and suffering in any form? It seems that to 
most of today’s believers the cross is relegated to the 
past and is only connected to the gospel story. When 
someone says, “Jesus went to the cross for us,” we take 
that as there is no cross for us. Besides who wants to 
deny themselves anything, physical, or spiritual? We 
don’t seem to have much in the way of discipline and 
hate to deny ourselves anything. Jesus said that we 
must take up the cross if we are to walk with him, it is 

not an option. He came into this world to go to the cross 
for the sins of the world. When he was born in Bethle-
hem the cross was waiting for him down the road of 
time. It, the cross, came as no surprise for it was fore-
told in prophesy. Zechariah 12:10/ John 12:32-33. 
            To take up the cross is to follow the word of God, 
putting Jesus first in our lives. This means that our life 
is not our own, but we live for him. He gave his life on 
the cross to redeem us from sin and death. The Lord 
asks that we give our lives to him, not in death but 
to live for him. He said to take up the cross daily. Just 
on Sunday is not enough, we are his every day of the 
week and are to follow him at all times. We are his peo-
ple not just on the Lord’s Day at church, but everyday 
wherever we may be. Our example at work, or out in 
the public places show how close we follow the Lord. I 
know that we all make mistakes and fail in a moment 
of stress, or temptation. If a child of God sins he will 
go to the Lord in repentance and ask forgiveness. We 
do this because we don’t want to sin and we fight the 
constant battle to overcome it.
            At home too, is a place where we need to remem-
ber to deny ourselves. It’s just as important to take up 
the cross at home as anywhere else. We can encourage 
our families in the Lord or we can discourage them 
from following the Lord. 
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