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Believest Thou This?

by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

John 11:25-26, “Jesus said unto her, I am the res-
urrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth
and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou
this?"

Jesus asked the most important question as he
said this to Martha. Those three words spell victory
or defeat in the spiritual life of a person. He was not
only asking about the resurrection, but about all that
he said to mankind. Anyone who says that they be-
lieve some things that he said, but not everything that
he told, doesn't really believe anything at all.

Think about it for a moment. People tell us vari-
ous things, and have all of our lives. Some things were
wrong, not because the teller meant to deceive us, but
because they didn’t have all the facts, or misunder-
stood what they were talking about. Others told us
things to trick us or to deceive us and they did it on
purpose. We learned to not trust them. Then there
were those who we could always count on to tell us

the truth. If those that we trusted told us something
that was incorrect it was because they had bad infor-
mation. These are the things that happen with men
because they are people like us and we make mis-
takes.

Then there is Jesus and his word we can trust
without doubt. In fact, we can stake our life on what
he said. God is not man and has none of his weakness-
es. He knows the truth, all of it, and tells exactly what
is right. From him we know where we came from,
where we are, and where we are going. It is all in the
bible, past, present, and the future of mankind. All of
his word is true, although not everyone believes what
he has revealed to us.

Those who don't believe in the resurrection feel
that it doesn’'t matter how they live, for they suppose
that if death is the final part of their existence then
it is all over. Since they chose to believe that there is
no resurrection, they then figure that the judgment is
false too. Therefore the unbeliever doesn’t think that
there is a need to consider God in his life. What we
believe is most important in life. The belief that we
have leads us to live the way that we do.

The one who believes and trusts God will believe

all that he says. The Lord’s words will guide his life
and he will obey the commands of God. There will
be no picking one, or a few, and forsaking the rest of
the commands, but will follow all the teachings of the
Lord. Take the plan of salvation for instance. The bi-
ble tells us that we must believe in God. If we believe
in him then we will look to him for mercy. When we
believe him then we will repent of our sins and will
want to walk with him. If we have gotten that far we
will confess him as our Lord as well as confessing to
him our sins. Next we will be baptized for the remis-
sion of sins. Why? Because the Lord said for us to do
this and he showed us by his example. Then we live
for him the rest of our lives.

Some people believe and obey these commands,
but some only accept some of them. Why do they do
only part of what God has said? Somebody told them
that they didn’t have to do some of the command-
ments. Grandpa may not have thought that some
were necessary so they didn't see the need for them
either. There is a great danger in taking some man'’s
opinion as gospel and forsaking what God has said.
But, it shows that a person lives by what he believes,
either good, or bad.
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