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UK Foothall Players Blown Away’ By Expennces On MISSIO

by Larry Vaught

Former Kentucky bas-
ketball player and assis-
tanr theKelly Putty is a
Hopkinsville, Ky., native
who went to Ethiopia in
2008 to adopt a child and
had her “eyes opened”
to the needs so many
children had there and
founded Ordinary Hero
to advocate for more chil-
dren there to get adopted.

Jason Schlafer is the ex-
ecutive assistant athletics
director at the University
of Kentucky who has an
adopted child from Ethio-
pia. His eyes were opened
to the need when he
started arranging for UK
athletes to go on mission
trips to see what the situ-
ation was like there due to
the passion he had for the
Ethiopian orphans.

Putty and Schlafer just
“happened” to connect
and last year Putty took
a group of UK female ath-
letes to Ethiopia, an expe-
rience that softball stars
Katie Reed and Jenny
Schaper made a lasting
impact on them. Volleyball
player McKenzie Watson
“got her world rocked” on
the trip according to Putty
and started sponsoring a
youngster because the ex-
perience changed her life.

“Those girls were all
amazing. They served
their hearts out and loved
every minute of it,” said
Putty, who now lives in
Brentwood, Tenn., and
has five biological children
and four she has adopted
ranging in age from 15 to
27.

Schlafer liked the way
Ordinary Hero facilitated
the trip and Putty says
there are various minis-
try sites her trips always
visit that include a feed-
ing program on top of a
mountain and visiting a
trash dump community
where the college athletes
walk “right through the
trash dump to smell and

experience” the way kids
live daily. They also visit-
ed an orphanage and took
teenagers who had never
been out of their village,
been in a movie theatre or
even seen a movie to play
arcade games and see the
Avengers movie.

“Each day we do some-
thing different to open
their eyes to a new com-
munity and new need.
Going into the homes
made from trash and get-
ting first-hand look at that
always makes a huge im-
pression,” she said.

Ordinary Hero and Put-
ty recently got back from
another trip to Ethiopia
that included UK football
players Landon Young,
Calvin Taylor and Boogie
Watson, who are all ex-
pected to be starters this
season.

Putty says because
of their size the football
players get attention as
soon as they step off the
bus.

“The kids in Ethiopia
can'tbelieve what theyare
seeing,” Putty said. “The
culture is so loving and
welcoming. These kids
are so grateful for anyone
to visit. In the (United)
states, the players got a
lot of notoriety and are
famous players. But to the
kids in Ethiopia, they are
just big boys who came
to visit. They don’t know
them from Adam. The
families all really appreci-
ate the time they take to
visit.

“I think the football
players were all blown
away by the way the cul-
ture shares when most of
them have nothing. They
kept making comments
after giving food to a child
that the child would take
it and give it to the child
next to them before tak-
ing any for themselves.
The players said if you
hand them food, they eat
it. But not these kids.”

Putty says the UK ath-
letes make her “proud to
be from Kentucky” be-
cause they take time to
serve. It'sabouta 17-hour
— or more — airplane
ride to get there for usu-
ally about five days on the
ground.
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Florida high school
teammates Nik Scalzo
and Nik Ognenovic will be
roommates at Kentucky

for their freshmen year
when they report to cam-
pus next week.

Both played for Cardi-
nal Gibbons High School.
Scalzo was a three-year
starter at quarterback
before a knee injury in a
November playoff game
ended his season. Ogne-
novic was a three-year
starter at tight end. They
played together for South
Florida Express in the
spring of 2018 and won
the Adidas 7-on-7 Nation-
al Championship before
helping their high school
team win the 2018 state
championship.

“They are great friends
and hold each other ac-
countable,” Jerry Scalzo,
the quarterback’s father;
said. “They give each oth-
er great balance and have
just a great relationship. I
think it is a big benefit to
him (Scalzo) not to have
to worry about who is
roommate will be or what
to expect from him. They
know plenty about each
other”

Jerry Scalzo is an as-
sistant football coach at
Cardinal Gibbons. He’s a
Ognenovic fan.

“You can’t teach 6-6
and about 245 pounds,’
Scalzo said. “He was al-
ways a basketball player.
He’s only been playing
real football for about two
years. Once you get him
there (Kentucky) and he
understands the reality of
big-time football, he will
excel.

“He has been training
like an animal the last six
months. He’s put on 20
pounds. He’s excited to
get to Kentucky and get
started. They both are.
The season has been over
for six months and they
are ready to get on the
field and get going”
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Kentucky volleyball
standouts Leah Edmond
and Madison Lilley were
among 17 players that at-
tended the national volley-
ball team spring training
camp in March and coach
Craig Skinner knows it
was a huge plus for both
players — and his team.

“When you are play-
ing with the elite players
in the country and ev-
erybody is in the top one
percent of the players in
the country, it forces you
to get out of your comfort

zone,” said Skinner. “It is a
lot easier than the coach
telling them they have to
play harder or at a higher
level. You don’t have to do
that against elite competi-
tion. Mentally and physi-
cally it just gets you to an-
other level”

Edmond, the 2019
Southeastern Conference
Player of the Year, said the
camp not only was fun let
her work with a “whole
different group” of play-
ers.

“Also in international
play you have to be able
to pass, so I had to work
on that a lot,” Edmond,
who has been in Brazil the
last two weeks with UK
teammates on an exhibi-
tion tour playing Brazilian
teams, said. “Being around
different type of players is
good and different opin-
ions from coaches on your
game is always good.

“You are only there for
a week, so you run their
system. You play in a dif-
ferent way. [ was passing
most of the time. Here |
am just hanging out on
the back line waiting to
hit. It was really challeng-
ing and I really enjoyed
it

Lilley said it was benefi-
cial to be “exposed” to dif-
ferent players and playing
styles.

“It was cool just to get
used to the way USA gym
runs things instead of cra-
zycompetitionbecausewe
were not playing against
anyone except ourselves,’
Lilley, the 2019 American
Volleyball Coaches Asso-
ciation Southeast Region
Player of the Year. “It’s
strictly USA system. But at
the same time I love being
in the gym here in Lexing-
ton, too.”

Skinner, who took his
wholeteamonatwo-week
exhibition trip to Brazil,
said he could sense a dif-
ference in Edmond and
Lilley when they returned
from the USC workouts.

“They saw a different
level that can internally
motivate them with a
coach telling them to do
something. And that pres-
ence has an impact on
people around them and
helps our whole team,”
Skinner said.
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Kentucky’s 2022 non-
SEC football schedule is
now set with the addition

UKfootball players, from left, Jamar “Boogie” Watson, Calvin Taylorand Landon Young broughtalot ofsmlles
to children in Ethiopia during a recent mission trip with UK Athletics and Ordinary Hero. (UK Athletics Photo)
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Florida quarterback Nik Scalzo posed with UK fans
at the Blue-White Game in April. He’ll be on campus
next week and his roommate will be high school
teammate Nik Ognenovic, another UK signee.

of a home game against
North Illinois on Sept. 24
in the first ever meeting
between the two schools.

Previously games with
Miami (Ohio) on Sept. 3,
Youngstown State on Sept.
17 and Louisville on Now.
26 had been announced.

“Making sure that we
play the likes of Notre
Dame, Kentucky, etc. so
that at the end of the year
we're in those conversa-
tions for a January 1 or an
Access Bowl bid. I think to
get there you must sched-
ule strategically not just
for year 2019 but for year
2025, Northern Illinois
athletics director Sean
Frazier said.

“I think it’s very impor-
tantforusto be veryinten-
tional with our schedules
to play someone to have a
body of work that's wor-
thy of review and assess-
ment and [ think that’s
what we're doing here at
NIU”

Northern Illinois has
a new coach this year in
Thomas Hammrock. The
Huskies have been to bowl
games in 12 of the last 15
years under five different
coaches. Northern Illinois
played in the Orange Bowl
in2012.
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Quote of the Week:

“Brad’s never in the dog-

house! He’s my favorite
little brother and nothing
he could ever do would
make me that mad at
him,” Megan Calipari af-
ter finding out on Twitter
thatherbrother, Brad, was
contemplating a transfer
from Kentucky.

Quote of the Week
2: “She is an exceptional
student-athlete and role
model. She’s truly at the
top of her game in all fac-
ets, and has already at a
young age made a positive
local and global impact.
Our sincere congratula-
tions to her, her team and
to the University of Ken-
tucky,” Erik Miner, theSe-
nior CLASS Award execu-
tive director;, about UK'’s
Katie Reed after she was
named the 2019 national
winner.

Quote ofthe Week 3: “I
am excited for him and his
family to be back in Lex-
ington. He is not allowed
to technically go out and
recruit but I am pretty
sure he can do most ev-
erything else around the
(football) facility. I think
it will be a big help to
me to have him around,’
UK quarterback commit
Beau Allen on his Mark
Perry, his former coach at
Lexington Catholic, now
being an offensive analyst
for Mark Stoops.
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RELAY FOR LIFE

Relay For Life of Estill County will
be held on Friday, June 14, 6:00 pm
until midnight at the Estill County
High School Track. We will kick off
the evening with our Survivors Cer-
emony and hold a Luminaria Cer-
emony at dark. Immediately follow-
ing the Luminarias, is the Lighting of
Chinese Lanterns, which is always a
crowd favorite. There will be a Con-

Painting, Hair Painting, Cake Walk,
Dish Toss, Live Entertainment, and a
Silent Auction. This is a time for our
community to work together in the
FIGHT against cancer. This event
celebrates our survivors as well as
remembering those we have lost to
this disease. Make plans to attend,
have fun with family and friends
while supporting a great cause.
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