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ANSWER 1) New; 2) Ste-
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	 Proper	watering	tech-
niques	 are	 of	 utmost	
importance	 to	ensure	a	
healthy	home	landscape.	
Many factors affect how 
often	or	how	much	wa-
ter	 should	 be	 applied.	
Things	 to	 consider	 in-
clude	the	plant’s	genetics	
(different species require 
different amounts of wa-
ter),	depth	of	rooting,	the	
soil’s	 water	 holding	 ca-
pacity,	and	how	fast	wa-
ter	is	used	by	the	plant	or	
evaporates	from	the	soil	
surface.	 One	 must	 also	
consider	 the	 availabil-
ity	of	water	and	have	a	
contingency	plan	should	
water	become	limiting	as	
a	result	of	drought	or	ra-
tioning.	
	 Most	 people	 tend	 to	
water	in	the	evening	ei-
ther	after	they	get	home	
from	work	or	during/af-
ter	the	dinner	hour.	While	

this	may	be	an	ideal	time	
for	 the	 homeowner,	 it	
may	not	be	the	best	situ-
ation	for	their	landscape	
plants.	 Plants	 watered	
late	in	the	day	will	gen-
erally	 have	 wet	 foliage	
into	 the	 evening	 hours.	
The	longer	a	plant’s	foli-
age	stays	wet,	the	greater	
the	chances	for	disease.		
Therefore,	the	best	time	
to	water	is	in	the	morn-
ing	before	the	heat	of	the	
day.		If	you	have	to	water	
in	the	evening,	avoid	wet-
ting	the	leaves.
	 A	plant’s	rooting	depth	
will affect the frequency 
and	volume	of	water	that	
should	 be	 applied.	 Fre-
quent	shallow	watering,	
such	as	that	provided	by	
sprinkling	 plants	 every	
few	days,	will	promote	a	
root	system	that	is	shal-
low.	Such	plants	are	very	
susceptible	to	periods	of	
even	mild	drought.	Less	
frequent	 but	 thorough	
watering	is	best.	
	 Established	trees	and	
shrubs	 that	 have	 been	
watered	 properly	 will	
have	well	developed	root	
systems	 that	 are	 able	
to	 access	 water	 from	
a	 large	 volume	 of	 soil.	
Most	 trees	 and	 shrubs	
recommended	 for	 Ken-
tucky	will	do	well	if	they	
receive	one	inch	of	water	

(either	rainfall	or	irriga-
tion)	every	7	to	10	days.	
Such	plants	do	well	when	
watered	 approximately	
every	10-14	days	during	
periods	of	dry	weather.	
Less	 established	 trees	
(less	 than	 two	 to	 three	
years	 from	 transplant-
ing)	 should	 be	 watered	
every	seven	days.	The	dry	
period	 between	 water-
ing	will	encourage	roots	
to	go	deeper	into	the	soil	
where	water	is	available.	
At	each	watering,	an	ap-
plication	of	at	 least	one	
inch	of	water	should	be	
made	to	the	area	under	
the	drip	line	of	the	tree’s	
foliage.	If	the	water	is	be-
ing	applied	by	a	sprinkler,	
set	 an	 open	 faced	 can	
(such as a coffee can) in 
the	area	being	watered.	
When	one	inch	of	water	
accumulates	 in	the	bot-
tom	of	the	can	you	can	be	
assured	that	one	inch	of	
water	has	been	applied	
in	other	areas	covered	by	
the	sprinkler.	If	a	soaker	
hose	or	other	type	of	drip	
irrigation	is	being	used,	
one	 should	 ensure	 that	
the	top	six	 inches	or	so	
of	soil	has	been	wet.	One	
inch	 of	 irrigation	 will	
usually	wet	the	soil	to	a	
depth	 of	 approximately	
six	inches.	Watering		in-
frequently	but	thorough-

ly	along	with	the	proper	
use	of	mulch	is	the	best	
insurance	you	can	have	
for	 trees	 and	 shrubs	 to	
survive	 during	 drought	
conditions.	
	 Annual	and	perennial	
flowers have less expan-
sive	 root	 systems	 than	
trees	and	shrubs,	but	will	
still	develop	deep	roots	
when	watered	thorough-
ly	and	allowed	to	dry	be-
tween	watering.	A	thor-
ough	watering	(one	inch	
or	 more)	 on	 a	 weekly	
basis	during	dry	weather	
should suffice. More fre-
quent	watering	(one-half	
inch	every	two	to	three	
days)	 will	 be	 needed	
during the first week or 
two	 after	 transplanting	
to	ensure	that	the	plants	
become	well	established.
	 When	 possible,	 only	
high	quality	water	should	
be	 applied	 to	 plants	 in	
the	home	landscape.	Mu-
nicipal	water	supplies	in	
Kentucky	 should	 be	 of	
sufficient quality to be 
used	for	 landscape	irri-
gation.
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Water Management in Home Landscape

Farming News
Laurel Wilt Disease: A Threat 
to Kentucky Sassafras Trees

	 Laurel	wilt	is	a	new	disease	that	was	recently	
detected	in	southwestern	Kentucky.	This	disease,	
which	is	transmitted	by	the	redbay	ambrosia	bee-
tle,	has	the	potential	to	rapidly	kill	sassafras	trees.	
Symptoms	include	sudden	wilt	and	rapid	death	
with	dead	red-brown	leaves	still	attached.	Death	
can	 occur	 within	 weeks	 to	 months	 after	 infec-
tion.	Sapwood	may	exhibit	a	dark,	streaky	staining	
when	bark	is	cut	away.	Currently	no	management	
options	are	available	for	this	disease.	However,	it	
is	important	to	avoid	movement	of	infected	plants	
or	dead	wood	to	prevent	spread	of	the	disease.	As	
this disease is new to Kentucky, efforts are ongo-
ing	to	determine	the	extent	to	which	it	is	present	in	
the	state.	If	laurel	wilt	is	suspected,	please	contact	
me at the Extension office for further assistance or 
information.	You	can	read	about	this	new	disease	
threat	online	at	https://kentuckypestnews.word-
press.com/.	


