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Kentucky Commt CamRon

really going for him he can
make such a huge impact
scoring the ball in the in-
terior. He's a sensational
weak-side shot blocker on
the defensive end,” said
David Kvidahl of STLhigh-
schoolsports.com and the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
Kvidahl should know

: . *4 since he has seen Fletcher

by Larry Vaught

Recent University of
Kentucky commit Cam’Ron
Fletcher knows a little bit
already about playing in the
spotlight.

He averaged 16.8 points
and 3.8 rebounds per game
last season when Vashon
High School in St. Louis won
the Missouri 3A state cham-
pionship. He averaged 11.8
points, 6.5 rebounds and
1.4 assists per game this
summer in the Nike Elite
Youth Basketball League.

The 6-6, 210-pound
Fletcher had North Caro-
lina, Kansas, Michigan State,
Missouriand Purdueamong
his 20-some scholarship of-
fers before he verbally com-
mitted to Kentucky after
making an official visit.

“Cam is a tantalizing tal-
ent and when things are

il play more than 20 times

in his career. That includes
seeing some games when
he was not at his best.

“There are those days
where he would disappear
against good opponents
— last year against East St.
Louis for instance. Cam had
his breakaway dunk swat-
ted from behind into the
student section and when
the home crowd went
wild he sort of withered,’
Kvidahl said. “It was a full
house against an opponent
that would go on to win the
Class 3A Illinois state title
and he was MIA (missing
in action) after that blocked
shot. He wasn't the only one
who had a tough time that
night but that did stand out
to me.

“Now that he’s being
counted on as a senior lead-
er, I'm interested to see how
he steps into that role for a
program with the highest of

eloner A

expectations.Vashonischas-
ing an undefeated season.”

Fletcher’s high school
coach, Tony Irons, told
CatsPause/247Sports Net-
work analyst Chris Fisher
that the UK staff wants
Fletcher to focus on “con-
tinuing to play with a high
motor” which goes along
withwhatKvidahl observed.

“Play hard for the whole
duration of the game and
use his energy to make
plays,” Irons told Fisher:
Kvidahl believes the “allure
of Kentucky” as a blue blood
of college basketball led to
the quick commitment by
Fletcher.

“There just aren’t a lot
of kids that get the offer
to join one of the nation’s
most recognizable and suc-
cessful athletic programs.
That’s hard to turn down,”
the writer said. “I'm not
surprised he decided to
make his verbal commit-
ment. More and more stu-
dent-athletes tell me they
like verbally committing
early to take the pressure
off them and allow them to
focus on their senior year of
high school. After all, they
are still just kids."

Fletcher would seem to
be another high character
player that Calipari and his
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CHURGH OF GHRIST

Located at 70 Bond Street in West Irvine
Invites Everyone to Hear

BR0, WAYNE GALLOWAY

Preach a series of Gospel lessons based up

* The Prodigal Son, * The Father of the Son
and ® The Brother of the Prodigal Son

These meetings will be held each evening on
August 15th-17th at 7:00 p.m.

We earnestly covet your attendance. You will be blessed

by hearing this faithful and capable preacher. So make

your schedule to attend. You will be glad you did.
Sincerely, Bob Casey, 859-369-4165

Our building is located right behind Wendy’s in West Irvine
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Two Houses For Sale. Adjacent at 128 Hood
Avenue and 130 Hood Avenue in Irvine. Good
home ownership or investment possibilities.

Call (606) 723-8473

or Aeatly Knows About Being

staff also like.

“I'venever heard as much
as a whisper about any she-
nanigans he may have been
affiliated with. It would be
hard for him to get away
with much because he is
so recognizable,” Kvidahl
said. “Playing for Vashon
in the city of St. Louis is big
deal. It's the most recogniz-
able high school program
that resides in the city and
among the most historically
successful in Missouri. Cam
has been in the limelight
here since he made his de-
cision to attend the V.

“He’s played with an
outstanding group of team-
mates, two of whom were
DI signees last year in Mario
McKinney Jr. (Missouri) and
Donyae McCaskill (Port-
land). Cam should be able
to fit right in with what is
the typically loaded Wildcat
recruiting class and return-
ing roster. [ don't believe it
will overwhelm him but I'm
sure there will be an adjust-
ment to the DI level as there
usually is for most high
school athletes.”

Fletcher's weakness is
his outside jump shot. Kvi-
dahl calls him a “killer fin-
isher in the paint” with an
inconsistent jump shot.

“It has to get better for

him to become a more
complete player. He can get
streaky and bury some high
school 3-pointers butit'sthe
least consistent part of his
game. To make opponents
respect him as an offensive
player, he’ll have to knock
down shots from mid-range
and beyond,” Kvidahl said.

If you want to follow
Fletcher’s progress dur-
ing his senior year, Kvidahl
can help because STLhigh-
schoolsports.com is dedi-
cated to high school sports.

“You can find stories and
photos on any number of
local teams and athletes.
We have a full statistical
database for every sport
we track that goes back to
1999,” he said. “Folks that
want to keep up with Cam
can do so on our website
and also follow us on Twit-
ter @STLhssports. T will
cover a significant number
of Vashon's games this win-
ter and you can find me on
Twitter @DavidSTLhss.”

* % %

Retired TV sports an-
chor Alan Cutler worked
for the Cincinnati Bengals
Radio Network for about 15
years and also covered the
Bengals for WLEX-TV when
he was allowed to walk the
sidelines.

1 The Spotign

“In all that time the only
player that I thought had
a stronger arm than Jared
(Lorenzen) was Brett Favre
(a20-year NFL veteran who
is in the Hall of Fame). Jar-
ed could throw it 60 yards
plus yards and hit a man in
stride,” Cutler said. “It was a
tight spiral that came at you
like a pitcher throwing close
to 100 miles an hour. There
are very very few human
beings that could do this.”

Cats Illustrated manag-
ing editor Jeff Drummond
never doubted the former
UK quarterback’s arm
strength after what he got
to see in practice numerous
times.

“He would regularly
put on a show. I remem-
ber some of the receivers
begging him to ease up on
how hard he was throw-
ing. Their poor hands took
a beating, 'm sure,” Drum-
mond said. “That arm
strength was legendary. He
used to win bets by kneel-
ing at the 50-yard line and
throwing the ball through
the uprights in one end
zone. ['ve never seen any-
thing like it before or since.
As someone with smaller
hands who never could
throw a football very well,
[ marveled at that ability.”

Estill Golf Course Tournaments

The Estill County Golf Course held their
annual 4th of July Tournament. This year’s
tournaments were named the Robbie Wise-
man Tournament and the Jim Kiser Senior

Tournament.

The Club hosted 69 players from local
and surrounding counties. Participants also
traveled from Ohio, Indiana, West Virginia

and Florida.

Winners from the Senior Tournament
were: 1st Place - Butch Coleman, 2nd Place -
Buster Begley and 3rd Place (tie): Jack Dice,
Happy Osborne, and Hobart Broaddus.

Consolation winners were: 1st Place: Da-
ryl Cook, 2nd & 3rd Place (tie) Jackie Mc-

Cloud and Lonnie Stedman.

Farmer.

3rd Flight: 1st Place - Brad Kirby, 2nd
Place - Randy Watkins, 3rd Place - Steve

2nd Flight: 1st Place - Randy Kiser (who

donated his winnings in honor of his father,

Jim Kiser); 2nd Place: David Wells; 3rd
Place - Terry Winkle.
Ist Flight: 1st Place - Tad Baraton; 2nd

Place - Dustin Woolery, 3rd Place - Bobby

Rankins.

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT:

Ist Place - Kelby Robinson; 2nd Place -
Joe Benton; 3rd Place - Jared Kiser.

We would like to thank all participants,
sponsors and members who helpe make this

a successful and fun event.

Winners from the July 4th Tournament:
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BRANDON LONG
(606) 643-5759

Free Estimates
Senior Citizen Discounts "

Thank you, Gary Robinson
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606.723.4391

24 Hour Wrecker Service
After Hours: Call Bill (723-3305) or Ricky (726-0426)
See Ricky, Bill, Earl, or Todd at

Arthur’s Body Shop

524 Broadway, Irvine ¢ 723-4391
Monday - Friday, 8am-5pm; Saturday, 8am to Noon

Family Owned & Operated for Over 40 Years



